









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Simplicity	 Simple	chords	(predominantly	I,	IV,	V)	 Complexity	 Unusual	chords	
Happiness	 Major	tonality	 Sadness	 Minor	tonality	
Energy.	Youth	 Medium	to	fast	tempi	 Range	from	lethargy	to	mania	 Wide	range	of	tempi	
European	bias	 No	or	little	percussion	 African	influences	 Repetitive	drums	
Ease	of	identity	 Solo	artists	 More	complex	identity	 Bands	
Participation	 Moving	and	singing	 Observation	 Listening	
Smallness.	Child	 High	voices	and	sounds	 Bigness.	Adults	 Low	voices	and	sounds	












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































GURGLE	 AND	 GEEGLE	 AND	 SQUEAK	 AND	 SPEAK	 AND	 TALK	 AND	 SAY	 ALL	 KINDS	 OF	 GROWED	 UP	WORDS	 IN	 YOUR	 BABY	
LANGUAGE’	(emphasis	in	the	original,	in	Klein,	1980,	p.	254).	
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77 A 1970 review suggested that Sesame Street had ‘excellent educational impact’ (Ball and Bogatz, 1970, p. 371). 

































78 Sesame Street’s ‘Bein’ Green’ was revived in The Muppet Show episode 112. 

































79 Sesame Street producer Jon Stone also contributed lyrics for the show’s theme tune. 
























































































































































































































































1860s 1870s 1880s 1890s 1900s 1910s 1920s 1930s 1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s































































































































































































































































































































































































































Spinning	the	child	 	 	 																												5.6.	Muppet	Show/Sesame	Street	conclusion	
	 156	





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































in	 what	 directions,	 are	 subject	 to	 delicate	 negotiations	 with	 the	
audience.	 Miscalculation	 can	 result	 in	 anything	 from	 a	 temporary	
setback	to	the	end	of	a	performing	career,	though	the	performer’s	only	
alternative	often	is	to	freeze	a	popular	persona	in	the	hope	of	retaining	
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Riding	in	my	car.	1961	 Bob	Dylan	and	David	Van	Ronk	 117	 2:31	 13	 G	 Live	version.	Harmonised	vocals.	Extends	the	meter	on	some	of	the	IV	chords.	
Car	Song.	1961	 Ramblin’	Jack	Elliott	 120	 1:55	 12	 F	 Larger	vocal	range	and	more	developed	melodies	that	Guthrie.	
Riding	in	my	car.	1962	 Pete	Seeger	(Concert	version)	 115	 1:00	 6	 E	 ‘Let’s	go	..’.	Only	two	different	verses	used.		
Car	Song.	1962	 Melvyn	T.	Reiter	 142	 1:19	 9	 C	 ‘Now	we’re	going	home	again’	–	resolution.	Many	dramatic	vocal	sound	effects.	‘Brrrr’	used	as	a	chorus	
Riding	in	the	car.	1964	 Wally	Wyton	 112	 0:50	 6	 F#	 Skiffle	band	with	drums	and	instruental	sound	effects	
Car	Car	(Riding	in	my	car)	
1965	 Donovan	 106	 1:33	 8	 G	
Only	hear	the	title	verse	once.	‘Brrrr’	appears	also	only	once.	Creates	his	own	
verse	‘Tell	you	what	I’ll	do	…’	
Riding	in	my	car.	1972	 Pete	Seeger		(Sesame	Street	version)	 120	 1:30	 8	 F#	
Apart	from	‘Brrrr’	there	are	only	two	different	verses.	Guthrie’s	first	verse	is	
used	as	a	chorus.	
Riding	in	my	car.	1996	 Bruce	Springsteen	 103	 1:20	 7	 F	 Concert	version.		The	chord	changes	are	not	well	defined.		Sound	effects	from	hitting	the	guitar.	
Car	Car	(Riding	in	my	car)	
1992	 Kids	Songs	 106	 1:38	 8	 C	
Half	time	drums.	Female	vocals.‘Lock	your	door	and	buckle	up’.	Sythesised	
backing.	No	‘Brrrr’.	
Riding	in	my	car.	2009	 Steve	Waring	 90	 2:26	 11	 D	 Adult-centred	vocal	intro.		Notably	slow	version.		Much	‘Brrrr’.	‘Trees	and	houses	go	the	other	way’.		Other	invented	lyrics.	




Riding	in	my	car.	2010	 Sugar	Kane	Music	(50	Timeless	Toddler	Tunes)	 100	 2:01	 10	 C	
Recorded/sampled	sound	effects.		Female	vocals.		Vocal	sound	effect	verse	
after	each	descriptive	verse	(‘Beep,	beep,	beep,	beep’)	etc.	









Song	 Time	Signature	 Overall	melodic	range	 Largest	consecutive	interval	
Baa	Baa	Black	Sheep	 2/4	 F	to	D	=	major	6th	 major	6
th	
Eensy	Weensy	Spider	 6/8	 F	to	F	=	Octave	 4
th	
Frere	Jacque	 4/4	 F	to	D	=	major	6th	 4
th	
Humpty	Dumpty	 6/8	 G	to	E	=	major	6th	 4
th	
London	Bridge	is	Falling	Down	 6/8	 F	to	D	=	major	6th	 4
th	
Here	we	go	round	the	Mulberry	Bush	 6/8	 C	to	C	=	Octave	 major	3
rd	
Old	MacDonald	 2/4	 C	to	A	=	major	6th	 major	6
th	
Rock-A-Bye	Baby	 3/4	 B	to	G	=	minor	6th	 minor	6
th	
Row	Row	Row	Your	Boat	 2/4	 C	to	C	=	Octave	 4
th	
Three	Blind	Mice	 6/8	 C	to	C	=	Octave	 4
th	















The	Bony	King	of	Nowhere	 British	folk	 4/4	 C	–	D	=	Octave	+	tone	 major	6th	
Mouse	Round	–	Here’s	a	pin	 English	folk	 2/4	 A	–	C#	=	Octave	+	two	tones	 4th	
The	Princess	Suite	 English	folk	 3/4	 A	–	C#	=	Octave	+	two	tones	 4th	
Weaving	song	 English	work	song	 6/8	 A	–	D	=	Octave	+	4th	 	Minor	6th	
The	Laird	of	Drumblair	 Scottish	folk	 4/4	 D	–	G	=	Octave	+	4th	 -	
Uncle	Feedle	 Celtic	folk	 6/8	 A	–	A	=	Octave	 Octave	
Turtle	Calypso	 Calypso	 4/4	 A	–	C#	=	Octave	+	two	tones	 5th	
Brain	O’Lynn	 Irish	folk	 6/8	 B	–	C#	=	Octave		+	4th	 	minor	7th	
Agricultural	Jigs	 English	work	song	 Mixed	 -	 -	
The	Town	band	 Folk	 3/4	 D	–	D	=	Octave	 5th	
The	Miller’s	Song	 English	folk	 4/4	 C#	–	A	=	b6th	 	tritone	
I	saw	a	ship	a-sailing	 English	folk	(North	East)	 4/4	 B	–	C	=	Octave	+	semi-tone	 4th	




Mouse	round	–	Mending	song	 English	folk	 2/4	 A	–	C#	=	Octave	+	two	tones	 4th	
The	Ear	song	 Folk	(sea	shanty)	 4/4	 C	–	D	=	Octave	+	tone	 Octave	
Hamish	McTavish	 Scottish	bagpipes	 -	 -	 -	
The	old	woman	tossed	up	in	a	basket	 English	folk	(Dorset)	 6/8	 G	–	D	=	Octave	+	5th	 Octave	
Haste	to	the	wedding	 Irish	folk	 6/8	 G	–	D	=	Octave	+	5th	 Octave	
The	Porcupine	song	 English	folk	 4/4	 G	–	C	=	Octave	+	4th	 tritone	
The	Oak	Tree	Reel	 Irish	folk	(Donegal)	 -	 -	 -	
Row	Row	Row	your	boat	 Nursery	Rhyme	 4/4	 A	–	D	=	Octave	+	4th	 4th	
	 	 	 Average:	Octave	+	major	third	 7.7	semi-tones	
































Year	 ‘53	 ‘54	 ‘56	 ‘58	 ‘60	 ‘61	 ‘62	 ‘63	 ‘66	 ‘68	 ‘73	 ‘77	 ‘78	 ‘82	 ‘83	
Number	of	playlists	analysed	 3	 2	 3	 4	 4	 4	 4	 5	 3	 1	 3	 4	 1	 1	 2	
	
Intentionally	for	children	 14	 13	 2	 12	 15	 4	 2	 16	 6	 2	 7	 17	 6	 -	 4	
Manipulated/novelty	vocal	 3	 -	 2	 2	 3	 2	 -	 4	 1	 1	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	
Disney	 1	 -	 -	 -	 -	 1	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 1	 1	 -	 -	
Animal	theme	 13	 5	 6	 8	 12	 10	 5	 8	 7	 4	 2	 6	 4	 -	 4	
Child	singer/s	 9	 3	 -	 1	 1	 4	 -	 2	 4	 -	 7	 4	 2	 -	 -	
Comedy/Novelty	 2	 -	 4	 3	 8	 5	 3	 9	 8	 2	 6	 5	 1	 -	 2	
Classical/Military	 6	 6	 8	 7	 10	 13	 5	 9	 3	 -	 1	 1	 -	 -	 -	
Music	hall/Operetta	 3	 3	 2	 2	 5	 5	 3	 7	 4	 2	 3	 3	 2	 -	 -	
From	a	Musical	 1	 1	 1	 4	 6	 4	 3	 7	 6	 2	 2	 5	 2	 -	 1	
Film/TV	Theme	 3	 -	 6	 5	 5	 3	 7	 4	 4	 -	 3	 3	 3	 1	 1	
Contemporary	Pop		 3	 -	 11	 6	 16	 16	 8	 25	 19	 14	 47	 32	 12	 20	 37	
Light	Pop/Easy	Listening	 4	 -	 10	 3	 13	 11	 6	 19	 7	 6	 26	 23	 9	 2	 5	
Cowboy/Country	 3	 2	 5	 4	 21	 7	 12	 3	 3	 -	 2	 2	 -	 -	 -	
Folk	incl.	Scottish	 2	 2	 1	 1	 4	 6	 3	 6	 3	 1	 1	 1	 2	 -	 -	
World	Music	 1	 2	 -	 -	 3	 3	 6	 3	 3	 1	 -	 -	 -	 -	 1	
Retro	and	Pastiche	 1	 2	 2	 3	 4	 3	 6	 5	 3	 1	 17	 28	 6	 2	 9	
Christmas	 4	 1	 1	 3	 5	 3	 -	 1	 -	 -	 1	 -	 -	 -	 -	
Hymns	 1	 2	 -	 1	 -	 1	 3	 1	 -	 -	 -	 -	 1	 -	 -	
Jazz	 2	 -	 1	 1	 1	 1	 5	 2	 1	 -	 1	 -	 1	 -	 -	
Unknown	 1	 -	 -	 -	 3	 -	 2	 1	 -	 -	 1	 -	 -	 -	 -	
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Appendix	7:	Recordings	with	most	appearances	on	Children’s	Choice-themed	compilations	released	and	broadcast	between	1990	and	2013	
Incidence	 Song	 Artist	 Year	 Record	Label	 Further	information	
14	 Nellie	the	elephant	 Mandy	Miller	 1956	 Parlophone	 Twelve-year-old	vocalist.		George	Martin	production	
13	 The	laughing	policeman	 Charles	Penrose	 1922	 Regal	 Rereleased	in	1926	on	Columbia.		Tune	originals	from	the	1890s	
12	 The	runaway	train	 Vernon	Dalhart	 1925	 Victor	 Rereleased	in	1931	on	Edison	Records	
12	 I	taut	I	taw	a	puddy	tat	 Mel	Blanc	 1950	 Capitol	 	
11	 Teddy	bear's	picnic	 Henry	Hall	 1932	 EMI	 	
9	 Buckingham	Palace	 Anne	Stephens	 1941	 HMV	 Ten	year-old	vocalist	
9	 In	the	middle	of	the	house	 Alma	Cogan	 1956	 HMV	 	
9	 Big	Rock	candy	mountain	 Burl	Ives	 1945	 Decca	 	
9	 Sparky's	magic	piano	 Henry	Blair	feat.	Ray	Turner	 1948	 Capitol	 	
9	 Right	said	Fred	 Bernard	Cribbins	 1962	 Parlophone	 George	Martin	production	
8	 Ernie	 Bennie	Hill	 1971	 Columbia	 	
8	 Puff	the	magic	dragon	 Peter,	Paul	&	Mary	 1963	 Warner	Bros	 	
8	 The	ugly	duckling	 Danny	Kaye	 1952	 RKO	 	
8	 I	know	an	old	lady	 Burl	Ives	 1953	 Brunswick	 	
8	 Little	boy	fishing	 Shirley	Abicair	 1957	 Parlophone	 George	Martin	production	
8	 Gilly	Gilly	Ossenfeffer	 Max	Bygraves	 1954	 HMV	 	
7	 Me	and	my	Teddy	Bear	 Rosemary	Clooney	 1950	 Columbia	 	
7	 Grandad	 Clive	Dunn	 1970	 Columbia	 	
6	 Captain	Beaky	and	his	band	 Keith	Michell	 1980	 Polydor	 	
6	 The	Hippopotamus	Song	 Flanders	and	Swann	 1961	 Parlophone	 George	Martin	production	
6	 Windmill	in	Old	Amsterdam	 Ronnie	Hilton	 1965	 HMV	 	
6	 My	brother	 Terry	Scott	 1962	 Parlophone	 George	Martin	production	
6	 Robin	Hood	 Dick	James	 1956	 Parlophone	 George	Martin	production	
6	 Woody	woodpecker	 Mel	Blanc	 1948	 Capitol	 	
5	 Three	wheel	on	my	wagon	 New	Christy	Minstrels	 1965	 Columbia	 	
5	 Two	little	boys	 Rolf	Harris	 1969	 Columbia	 	
5	 Morningtown	ride	 The	Seekers	 1966	 Capitol	 	
5	 Pickin’	a	chicken	 Eve	Boswell	 1955	 Capitol	 	
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4	 Ragtime	Cowboy	Joe	 David	Seville	and	The	Chipmunks	 1959	 London	 	
4	 Don't	jump	off	the	roof	Dad	 Tommy	Cooper	 1961	 Palette	 	
4	 Run	rabbit	run	 Flanagan	and	Allen	 1939	 Decca	 	
4	 Whose	afraid	of	the	big	bad	wolf?	 -	 1933	 Disney	 From	Disney’s	Three	Little	Pigs	
4	 The	owl	and	the	pussycat	 Elton	Hayes	 1953	 Parlophone	 George	Martin	production	
4	 Boom	OO	Yata	Ta	ta	 Morcambe	and	Wise	 1962	 Parlophone	 George	Martin	production	
4	 Jake	the	Peg	 Rolf	Harris	 1966	 Columbia	 	
4	 The	fallad	of	Davy	Crocket	 Fess	Parker	 1955	 Columbia	 	
4	 My	Grandfather’s	flock	 The	Radio	Revellers	 1940	 Peter	Pan	 Written	in	1876	
4	 (How	much	is)	that	doggie	in	the	window?	 Lita	Rosa	 1953	 Decca	 Also	recorded	in	1953	by	Mandy	Miller	(aged	nine)	and	Ann	Stephens	(also	nine).	
4	 My	boomerang	 Charlie	Drake	 1961	 Parlophone	 George	Martin	production	
4	 You're	a	pink	tooth	brush	 Max	Bygraves	 1955	 HMV	 	
4	 The	Bee	Song	 Arthur	Askey	 1938	 HMV	 	
4	 Bimbo	 Jim	Reeves	 1957	 RCA	 	
4	 Kitty	in	the	basket	 Jimmy	Boyd	&	Gayla	Peevey	 1954	 Columbia	 	
4	 On	the	good	ship	lollipop	 Shirley	Temple	 1934	 Fox	Film	 Six-year-old	vocalist.	Song	taken	from	film	Bright	Eyes	
4	 All	things	bright	and	beautiful	 Uncle	Mac	 1953	 BBC	session	 	
4	 Three	fittle	fishes	 Frankie	Howerd	 1949	 Harmony	 	
4	 Four	legged	Friend	 Roy	Rogers	 1952	 HMV	 	

























Music	 Lyrics	 Sonics	 Total	
Nellie	the	elephant	 14	 1956	 X	 X	 X	 -	 X	 83	 55	 83	 72	
The	laughing	policeman	 13	 1922	 -	 -	 X	 -	 -	 100	 55	 50	 72	
The	runaway	train	 12	 1925	 -	 -	 -	 X	 X	 100	 36	 33	 59	
I	taut	I	taw	a	puddy	tat	 12	 1950	 -	 X	 -	 -	 X	 92	 91	 50	 83	
Teddy	bear's	picnic	 11	 1932	 -	 X	 X	 -	 X	 58	 64	 50	 59	
Buckingham	palace	 9	 1941	 X	 -	 -	 -	 X	 92	 55	 100	 79	
In	the	middle	of	the	house	 9	 1956	 -	 -	 -	 X	 -	 100	 73	 83	 86	
Big	rock	candy	mountain	 9	 1945	 -	 -	 -	 X	 X	 92	 55	 33	 66	
Sparky's	magic	piano	 9	 1948	 -	 -	 -	 -	 X	 	N/A	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A		
Right	said	Fred	 9	 1962	 -	 -	 X	 -	 -	 92	 45	 33	 62	
	 Average	 1943.7	 	 	 	 	 	 89.9	 58.8	 57.2	 70.8	
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Appendix	10:	The	Muppet	Show	songs	-	Series	Five	
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Appendix	11:	Music	hall	songs	on	The	Muppet	Show	
Song	 Episode	 Date	of	publishing	 Comments	
Any	Old	Iron		 214		 -	 	
Knees	Up	Mother	Brown	 410	 1918	 	





Down	at	the	Old	Bull	and	Bush	 321	 -	 Drinking	song	
Danny	Boy		 520	 -	 	




The	Boy	in	the	Gallery	 204	 1885	 Nelly	Power	later	Marie	Lloyd.		Song	set	in	a	Music	Hall	
My	Old	Dutch	 206	 1892	 Originally	sung	by	Albert	Chevalier	
Show	Me	a	Rose	 207	 	 Originally	sung	by	Groucho	Marx	
Henrietta's	Wedding	 211	 1939	 South	African	folk	song	
Mad	Dogs	and	Englishmen		 216	 1931	 Originally	sung	by	Noel	Coward	





Waiting	at	the	Church	 223	 1908	 Originally	sung	by	Vesta	Victoria	
A	Frog	He	Would	A-Wooing	Go		 301	 18th	C	 	
She	Was	One	of	the	Early	Birds	 302	 1895	 Original	music	hall	song	‘Dickie	Birds’	1895	
The	Bird	on	Nellie's	Hat	 304	 1906	 Popularised	by	Helen	Trix	
Daddy	wouldn't	buy	me	a	bow-wow	 306	 1892	 Originally	sung	by	Vesta	Victoria	
I	Want	to	Sing	in	Opera		 309	 1911	 Music	Hall	star	sings	Class	diffs	
Run	Rabbit	Run	 421	 1939	 Originally	by	Flanagan	and	Allen.	An	anti-German	song	with	a	nursery	rhyme	melody	
Fit	as	a	Fiddle	 501	 -	 Originally	sung	by	Gene	Kelly	in	Singing	in	the	Rain	
I've	Got	a	Lovely	Bunch	of	Coconuts	 513	 1944	 	
A	Transport	of	Delight	 522	 -	 Originally	by	Flanders	and	Swann	
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Appendix	12:	Kindie	Rock	song	analysis	
Artist	 Song	 Music	 CMQ	 Sonics	 CMQ	 Lyrical	themes	 CMQ	 Overall	














































75%	 Monkeys	escaping	and	playing	 64%	 76%	
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